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christine Force' Yarmouth 
Dear chair carder, vice chair Gass, and Members of the Gray Town

Jeff Verrill, Yarmouth Council:

Rob wood' North Yarmouth 
I look forward to attending your Tuesday April 19th 6pm Town

Steve Barr, North Yarmouth Council meeting to answer any questions arising from today's letter. This
letter is intended for your public Council packet. I'd also welcome any

Terry Dewan ' New Gloucester questions in advance of April 19th by any reader of this letter by phone or

Ed Gervais. Notth Yarmouth email'

Mark Power, New Gloucester It is my pleasure to inform you of Royal River Conservation

Bob Humphre y, pownat t::t:'t (RRCT's) recent acquisition of land in Gray, allowing the creation
of Thayer Brook Preserve. Thayer Brook Preserve includes 74J acres of

Heather Wiggins Berger, conservation land between Ramsdell Road and Libby Hill Forest, more
Yarmouth than doubling the amount of land available for conservation and recreation

Beth Sturteva nt, yarmouth ::iH1fill')ilfrffi::TJ.Tn:'"frH::iiJffffiliil*ffi'*
David Kitchen , yarmouth opportunities for recreation for all people of Gray and the region.

staff This acquisition is RRCT's first significant conservation project in
Alan Stearns,

Executive ,i"rr., the Town of Gray. It is our hope, working closely with the Town and other
land trusts, that this is the first of many conservation acquisitions bringing

Carrie Ridgway attention to Gray's important heritage of large forests supporting both

communica the environment. We work closely with the Presumpscot
Trust, the Maine Farmland Trust, and state agencies. It has

Chad Fierros been our pleasure in recent years to work with the Town Council, its Open
Stewardship Director Space Committee, and many trail clubs and private landowners shaping a

Adam pereira vision for Gray's future'

Conseruation Director 
(continued)
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It was a delight during the process to work with members of the Rogers and Durgin

families, all descendants of Evelyn Monill Durgin. Their stewardship and ownership of the land

for the last century is an important family legacy. We were honored that they chose to work with
us for conservation of the land, to benefit future generations.

Conceptually, we picture our new Preserve as the "quiet side" of Libby Hill, closely

aligned with the more intense recreational development close to the schools. We will retain the

snowmobile and ATV trail along with existing hiking and biking trails, while developing new

hiking and biking trails with acute attention to valuable habitat. We have separate conversations

with the Council - and soon the Planning Board - about plans for a trailhead parking lot on

Ramsdell Road. Maps and more information on the new Preserve are here:

I have attached a suggested letter (suggested motion) indicating Council support of
RRCT's ongoing fundraising efforts, especially a pending funding application submitted by

RRCT to the Land for Maine's Future (LMF) program. RRCT was able to acquire the parcel

using bridge financing; our plan to use that bridge financing for future conservation acquisitions

in Gray if we are able to raise funds from LMF and other sources.

While we have reached out to many abutters, neighbors, and trail clubs, we plan to

continue outreach efforts to invite ideas and address issues. We invite any member of the

Council or the public to join us for informational walks on the property on Thursdays April 21't

and May 5th,, at both 10:00 am and 5:30 pm each day. We'll meet at Ramsdell Road. Details are -

- and uodates will be -- here:

As before, please urge any reader of today's letter to contact me for any reason with

questions or in

Executive Director
Royal River Conservation Trust

(207) 2rs-83rs
Alan@RRCT.org
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Town Council of Gray - April 19, 2022 
 

Alan Stearns, Executive Director  
Royal River Conservation Trust 
PO Box 90 
Yarmouth ME 04096  
 

Mr. Stearns,  

We, as Town Council members for the Town of Gray, fully support Royal River Conservation Trust’s 
recent land conservation project, Thayer Brook Preserve.  

Whereas Thayer Brook Preserve conserves approximately 150 acres adjacent to Gray’s Libby Hill 
Forest;  

Whereas Thayer Brook Preserve protects significant and rare wildlife habitat, adds additional 
recreational opportunities to the existing Libby Hill Forest, and provides additional public access to 
the Libby Hill trail network from Ramsdell Road; 

Whereas this project advances Gray’s 2020 Comprehensive Plan and 2022 Open Space Plan by 
conserving significant acreage within Gray’s “Central Critical Rural Area,” an area deserving of 
maximum protection from development to preserve natural resources; 

Whereas RRCT commits to this land conservation project as the beginning of a land trust-Town 
partnership where our charitable mission of protecting natural, recreational, scenic, agricultural and 
historic resources is interwoven into Gray’s community priorities, identified and defined through the 
Comprehensive Plan, Open Space Plan, and other such future plans: 

Now therefore the Gray Town Council offers its appreciation, praise, and support for Royal River 
Conservation Trust's Land for Maine’s application grant regarding Thayer Brook Preserve and other 
future grants that support the land trust’s ability to protect and steward land for the benefit of the Town 
of Gray. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Sandra Carder, 
Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Gass,      
Vice Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Krista Chappell 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Maguire 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Meaney 

 

 

 


