
Artists Sing Out for Life & the Planet 
including 

Art, Poems & Essays from the New Anthology 

A Dangerous New World: Maine Voices on the Climate Crisis 
Merrill Memorial Library, Yarmouth • Saturday, March 14, at 2 pm 

 
The danger we now face may not be destructive swings in climate—tornadoes, firestorms, floods, 
heat waves, bone-freezing cold, famine—but a failure to meet these challenges at their root, the 
challenge to return to our place in the family of life, our place as kin to all life in an apparently 
unending variation of habitats. 
  

Merrill Memorial Library and Royal River Conservation Trust, out of concern as well as a sense of 
excitement, invite you to the program of voice and image, including a selection of poetry, essay and 
art from the new anthology A Dangerous New World: Maine Voices on the Climate Crisis, which hopes 
to encourage and inspire a return to a more respectful, truer and deeper love for our source, the Earth, 
Mother of us all, and to her expression of love: life in all its forms. Love, not just to stoke our desires 
but to turn it into a force, something good for each other, good for the air we breathe, the forests and 
oceans, life from seed to elephant, a love tangible as conjugal bodies.  
       

The Anthology is a “symphony of prose and poetry. . . raising global awareness on the climate crisis.” 
Rev. Dr. John Chryssavgis, author of Creation as Sacrament: Reflections on Ecology and Spirituality. 
"If only every state would gather voices of its writers, as the editors have done in	  A Dangerous New 
World,	  to speak our hearts and inspire us all to speak out for the planet." Elizabeth J. Coleman, 
editor of	  Here: Poems for the Planet 
The Editors, Meghan Sterling and Kathleen Sullivan (a young mother and a grandmother), out of fear 
and a sense of helplessness, felt a need for a fresh approach to inspire action to our climate crisis: 
“Scientists have spoken, now it is up to the artists”—and, we would add, the rest of us.  
 

Sixty-five writers and 27 artists, including a forward by Governor Janet Mills, respond to the editors’ 
call for experiences, joys in life and/or anger at the despoliation of it. Throughout the book, they share 
a sense of the danger that lies ahead and of what must and can be done to change, to return to 
nurturing and loving the environment and life’s diversity.  
 

The Featured Artists, Poets and Writers in the program—Lori Harley, Cathleen Miller, Caitlyn 
Shetterly, Robert Shetterly, Martin Steingesser and Elizabeth Tibbetts—each inspire with their own song 
of praise and/or lamentation or protest. 
 

Robert Shetterly writes in “Death of a Warbler” about a moment a migrating bird struck his window, 
the warbler’s song going on and on in him, “high pitched and joyous, it seemed to come from 
everywhere,” he writes. “We are all one, it sang. It’s call was both requiem and call to action. Grieve, 
it urged. Change the way you live, it demanded. Live with purpose, humility, connection and joy.  
A broken-hearted, back-broken world needs your love and care and courage as never before.” 
 

Passion will fuel change. We need both the grief and love. We have to feel them. 
 
 

by Martin Steingesser, Portland’s Inaugural Poet Laureate & Judy Tierney, Poet & Performer 
 

Co-sponsored by Merrill Memorial Library & Royal River Conservation Trust 
Copies of A Dangerous New World: Maine Voices on the Climate Crisis are available at the Library; 
for sale at local bookstores, or from the publisher (proceeds from sales will be donated to 350.org): 

https://littoralbooks.com/shop/ 


