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The Royal River flows southeasterly through North 
Yarmouth, dividing it roughly in half, the boundary 

between East North Yarmouth and the area to the west 
of the river with its village center in Walnut Hill. The 
river begins at Sabbathday Lake in New Gloucester and 
empties into Casco Bay in Yarmouth and has served as 
a means of transport and transportation through time. 
Early records indicate that the river was exceptional 
for its long stretch of flat water with no obstructions 
between the Lower Falls of New Gloucester and the 
Upper Falls of Yarmouth until the mid 19th Century, 
a distance of about 9 miles. This section of the river 
was used to transport logs, cut boards, and bundles of 
clapboards for shipbuilding and other constructions.  

Historically, the river has provided a source of waterpower 
to drive two mills in North Yarmouth, which cut logs 
and ground grain for the working farmers in the area. Ice 
harvested from the River was an important resource that 
provided cool storage for milk and other foods throughout 
the summer before refrigeration was available. Three 
brickyards in town operated for most of the 20th century, 
producing water-struck bricks using Royal River water 
and clay from the riverbanks. The river also provided 
transportation to a summer hotel over a century ago.

The Royal River with it characteristic meandering 
oxbows, often overflows its banks and presents a barrier 
to travel along the roads, a dynamic process that has 
changed the riverbed over time.

1  Marston’s Mill (1790s to 1850s). Located on the 
East Branch of the Royal River, Chandler Brook. 
First mill in North Yarmouth; both a sawmill and a 
gristmill.

2  Hayes/Porter’s Mill (1850 to 1946). Sawmill and 
gristmill.

3  Brickyards. Three operated along Mill Road during 
the 20th Century.

4  Eel Hole. Historic site where North Yarmouth 
forefathers (mothers?) caught eels by lantern light.

5  Earliest Bridge. This was the site of the first bridge 
built over the Royal River in town and was important 
as the only crossing place over the river between 1759 
and c. 1800 when Route 9 was built. 

6  Cattle Crossing. Fred Barter reportedly crossed his 
cattle at this site so they could graze on both sides of the 
river. Farmers before him likely used the same ford.

7  Wescustogo Hotel Landing. Beginning in the 
summer of 1891 until the early 1900s, tourists traveled 
by boat from the Upper Falls in Yarmouth to this 
probable landing site on the Royal River at the base of 
Wescustogo Hill. A small 35-foot steamboat named the 
Hoyt ferried about 30 passengers, who unloaded at this 
site and either walked or were carried by wagon up to the 
Wescustogo Hotel.

8  Wescustogo Hotel. Built in 1890 and taken down 
in 1914. Lumber was used to build the home northeast 
of Anderson Landscaping. Hotel operated only in the 
summer and included a Spring House with a granite 
basin that collected water from the ledge near the hotel. 
Passengers arrived by steamboat or on the Maine Central 
Railroad, which had a flagstop on its track that ran 
southwest of Wescustogo Hill before 1911.

9  Old Town House and Escarpment. Built in 1853 
following Yarmouth’s secession, this building was located 
at the geographic center of town as a compromise 
between the two villages of North Yarmouth on either 
side of the Royal River. The building served as a Town 
Hall until the 1950s and Selectmen’s office until the 60s. 
Owned and maintained by the Historical Society since 
1976, the building rests at the edge of an escarpment 
(steep bank separating two areas of flat land) caused by 
the Royal River.  Theoretically, the Royal River eroded 
the soil until it caused the land next to the Town House 

to collapse overnight sometime in the 1830s.  This 
phenomenon has been well-documented throughout 
Southern Maine as a consequence of the unstable terrain 
that results from uneven erosion due to interspersed 
areas of clay and looser soil deposits left by glaciers. 
10  Second Bridge. This bridge over the Royal River has 
been replaced several times over the years due to washout 
damage. In the 1950s, the oxbow that surrounded 
modern-day Baston Park was cut off by digging a deep 
channel that allowed the river to flow under the bridge.  
It is said that the supports for the bridge were placed into 
seemingly bottomless marine clay. 
11  Oxbow at Hawkes Property.  The town-owned 
Hawkes property oxbow is a good example of the 
interesting erosion process of the Royal River that has 
changed the river’s path over time.  This oxbow has a 
neck of ~20 feet which will eventually pinch off and 
shorten the length of the river leaving an oxbow pond 
that will serve as a flood plain in the future. 
12  Railroad Overpass.  This is the only railroad 
overpass crossing the Royal River in North Yarmouth. 
It was built in 1900 for the Atlantic and St. Lawrence 
(later Grand Trunk) Railroad, which went through in 
1849. It was guarded around the clock by black soldiers 
during World War II to prevent sabotage. 
13  Unusual Gentian Field. In 1965 for two years in 
a row, this field next to the Royal River that belonged 
to the Atkins family spontaneously grew up hundreds 
of Fringed Gentians, a beautiful blue wildflower that is 
rare and biennial. Where they came from is a mystery, 
and a newspaper article at the time described the 
flowers as an inspiration to poets who have searched 
for “words to describe its reflection of October skies. 
Once plentiful it has been ruthlessly picked over the 
years and is now on the conservation list.” The field has 
not grown the flowers in the past 40 years.  
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