
Talking Brook Public Land  
A conservation opportunity in New Gloucester, Maine

Although Maine is known for its picturesque 

forests, mountains, and unique places to 

experience the outdoors, there is a significant 

lack of public lands near Southern Maine’s 

largest population centers. Additionally, the 

demand for public recreational areas during 

the COVID-19 pandemic has far exceeded 

the supply. Ensuring that everyone has 

access to the benefits of nature is a top 

priority for The Trust for Public Land. To help 

achieve this, we are working to create a 193-

acre new public land unit in New Gloucester 

and Auburn. The project will ensure an 

accessible and welcoming state public land 

for all. 

Creating a 193-acre Public Land Unit

The Talking Brook Public Land project will 

create a new 193-acre state-owned public lands 

unit in southern Maine. Located just ten miles 

from Lewiston-Auburn and twenty-five miles 

from Portland, the 193-acre property is home to 

scenic brooks, waterfalls, woodland pools, and 

an extensive trail network. 

Talking Brook will be created through the 

acquisition of two parcels, a 156-acre parcel 

(under private ownership but open for public 

use) and the 37-acre conserved Big Falls (owned 

and managed by Royal River Conservation Trust 

- RRCT). Once acquired, the land will be owned 

by the Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands (ME-

BPL). RRCT will collaborate with ME-BPL in the 

day-to-day management of the land.



The Trust for Public Land 

creates parks and protects land 

for people, ensuring healthy, 

livable communities for 

generations to come.

tpl.org
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A place to connect with the outdoors and 

with each other

At The Trust for Public Land, we believe that 

everyone deserves close-to-home access to the 

outdoors. Having the opportunity to play in and 

explore the natural world has numerous health 

benefits, both mental and physical, and the future 

Talking Brook Public Land will offer a place to 

get out in nature for people of all ages. It is a kid-

friendly hiking destination and its varied terrain 

with gentle slopes and shaded trails make it 

accessible to people with different fitness levels. 

While traversing the land, visitors come across 

scenic brooks and waterfalls. These unique 

features offer close-to-home views that aren’t as 

easily accessible for Southern Mainers. In 

addition, this project conserves the largest 

forested and intact habitat blocks in the Royal 

River Watershed and one of the largest habitat 

blocks in Southern Maine.

Benefiting local communities 

Protection of natural landscapes benefits our 

health, protects wildlife, and bolsters climate 

resilience. Having places for outdoor recreation 

can also boost local economies and help local 

businesses thrive. As visitors are drawn to these 

public lands, they also are spending time—and 

money—in the community. Nearby businesses 

will benefit from the protection of this property. 

With each piece of land we protect, we hope to 

bring a cascade of benefits to the local 

community, and protection of Talking Brook will 

encourage visitors to support small and local 

businesses at a time when their support is needed 

most. 

Our vision to protect land for people 

Talking Brook Public Land will be managed to 

preserve the natural ecology and water resources 

of the property and protect wildlife habitat and 

plant species.  The already well-loved trail system 

will continue to be open to the public and be 

maintained with respect for the historical use of 

the land and its natural resources. Upgrading 

access through trail improvements and 

maintenance, signage, and a new small parking 

area will help meet the growing outdoor 

recreation needs  in the region while maintaining 

a close-to-home wilderness feel.

Your support will ensure that this treasured 

space remains protected in perpetuity. Please join 

us to learn how you can help. Together we can 

preserve all that makes Maine special; we can 

safeguard this landscape and ensure its 

protection for generations to come.

mailto:betsy.cook@tpl.org
mailto:ally.mcdougal@tpl.org
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Talking Brook Public Land 
A conservation opportunity in New Gloucester, Maine 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Where is the land? 

The 193-acre parcel — which includes 156 acres of private land and the 37-acre Big Falls Preserve — is 
located in idyllic New Gloucester, at the end of Woodman Road. The property is home to scenic brooks, 
waterfalls, and an extensive trail network. This trail network and the water falls are well known and 
loved by the local residents of New Gloucester. This project aligns with the Town of New Gloucester’s 
Comprehensive Plans’ Goals of “preserving open space for public recreational use.” 

Who will own the land?  

The land will be owned by The Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands (ME-BPL) as a unit of the Maine Public 
Lands system. The land will be known as Talking Brook Public Land and will be managed cooperatively by 
the ME-BPL and Royal River Conservation Trust (RRCT).  

Who gets to use the land? 

We all do, especially the residents of New Gloucester! Purchasing the land will guarantee that the land 
will be open for public outdoor recreation and enjoyment forever.   

Who is involved? 

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is leading the effort to acquire the land. It will ultimately be owned by 
ME-BPL. RRCT will work with BPL to support the day-to-day management of the property. There are two 
separate parcels that are adjacent to each other – one is currently owned by Michael and Julie Fralich 
and the other is owned by RRCT. In addition, New Gloucester residents are invited and encouraged to be 
involved! Public meetings will occur in the winter and spring ‘22 as part of the acquisition process and 
BPL’s subsequent management planning process will include ongoing public participation following 
acquisition.  

When will a land management plan be developed? 

After the land acquisition, Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands will lead a public process to add the Talking 
Brook Public Land to the existing Bradbury Mountain State Park and Pineland Public Lands Management 
Plan. A community advisory committee exists as outlined in the plan and all members of the public will 
have an opportunity to weigh-in. In addition, the committee will be expanded to include representation 
from New Gloucester. This management plan will include an assessment of the natural resources, 
wildlife habitats, water quality, rare species and invasive plants, ecological processes, and other aspects 
of the property. The management plan will outline the ecological, outdoor recreation, timber harvest, 
and other management goals and plans for the next ten years. 

How can I learn more? 

A virtual public information session will be held in the winter of 2021/2022. Please also feel free to reach 
out to Betsy Cook (betsy.cook@tpl.org, 207-317-2085) or Phil Dube (phillip.dube@tpl.org, 929-841-
7124) – the TPL project managers. 

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/planning_and_acquisition/management_plans/index.html
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/planning_and_acquisition/management_plans/index.html

